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Preface

We have to admit that the idea of writing a book was planned for quite some time,
but we hesitated to take that step. Why? In today's era of computers we receive
daily a sea of information. It's difficult to write something that will have a lasting
impact with an important theoretical value. However, the wish prevailed to display
the genesis of the Taimanov that lasts for more than twenty years in our chess
careers.

With great pride we can state that the majority of the experts of our Sicilian friend
comes from Serbia, starting from the legendary Milan Matulovic to Slavoljub
Marjanovic, Dusan Rajkovic, Branko Damljanovic, Igor Miladinovic... and this was
surely an additional motivation to write this book.

We have tried to deliver a user-friendly style for all levels of the players. Nowadays,
chess players are overwhelmed with piles of information and endless databases. It
is very difficult to choose "your variations” and therefore this book will surely come
as a great additional help.

In addition to the basic Taimanov ideas we had to keep, we followed in an original
manner our two main concepts: ‘almost never play an early ...d6" (Scheveningen style)
and ‘push ...h5 whenever you can’ (Paulsen style).

We have tried to demonstrate the classic game for the type of positions that occurs
in the Taimanov, in order to make our readers primarily able to familiarize
themselves with the basic motifs and ideas of this Sicilian. When we believed the
variations to be sharp and complicated, we have offered two possible continuations.

The latest fashion which we have to mention, did not even exist when we started to
write our book, meaning the 7. ¥f3 line. Readers will have the choice between the
peaceful 7... £d6 or 7... d6 where we head to a sharp Sicilian, true in its style.

In the famous English attack with ‘2 e3 — Wd2 — 0-0-0’, in addition to the well-known
..2Db4 and ..&e5’, our second proposal, on which we can safely state that we are
most proud of, is liberally called the "Serbian variation" starting with ...&2b4 and ...0-
0.



About the specific move order in reaching our Paulsen-Taimanov variation, there
are two possibilities. The first possibility is to start with 2... e6 with 4... &c6, and
the second one is revealed by 2... 2c6 with 4... Wc7.

We decided for the move order 2... 2)c6 and 4... Wc7 because we all learned that
way in the Paulsen-Taimanov variation and also for practical reasons.

Firstly, we avoided 'S. @b5' which is resulting in the typycal Hedgehog set-ups, and
these positions are not to everyone's taste. Another reason is to keep in reserve the
option of playing ...e5 at once or sometimes even ...g6 without touching the e-pawn.

This book is the result of twenty years of our work and playing the Taimanov
alltogether. We have played over 500 games in this variation and we desired to show
all the beauty and richness of "our" variation.

We hope that our book will conjure all this and will help our readers into the
labyrinths of our Taimanov Bible.

Ivan Ivanisevic, Milos Perunovic, Robert Markus
February 2016
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Chapter 13 - Classical system

6. 2e2 (with 9. ) a4 0-0)

1. ed c5 2. Df3 {\c6

3. d4 cxd4 4. PDxda
Wc75. Nc3e66. Le2
a6 7. 0-0 \f6 8. Le3
b4 9. Na4d 0-0

Contents:

[PART A - 10. 2\ xc6 bxc6 11. f4 Eb8 313 |
O 11" move alternatives for White 313
® 11. 9b6 alternative 316
©® 11.. 2e7 alternative 323
0 12. &3 line 325
0@ 12. &d3line 329
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| PART B - 10. c4 2e7 11. Nc3 He5 332
O 12.f4line 332
® 12. Eclline 337

| PART C - 10. c4 2e7 11. 7\c3 b6 340
O 12.--sidelines 340
® 12. Eclline 342
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| PART A - 10. 2)xc6 bxc6 11. f4 Eb8

| O 11.-- alternatives | Analysis diagram

1. ed ¢5 2. D3 Hc6 3. d4 cxda 4. Hxda
We7 5. H)c3 e6 6. Le2 a6 7. 0-0 f6 8.
Le3 2ba

Position after: 11... W4

A) 12. £d3
B) 12. £f31?

A) 12. 2d3 Le7 transposes to 9... Le7
10. #c6 bxc6 11. £b6. (12... d5!? is also
Position after: 8... £b4 possible.)

9. Ya4 0-0 10. D xc6 bxcb B) 12. £f3!? Until now his move only
occurred in computer games! 12... d5 13.
g3 Wh8 14. exd5 cxd5 15. c4 dxc4!? (see
analysis diagram)

Analysis diagram

Position after: 10... bxc6

11.c4 Position after: 15... dxc4

11. b6 Wfa B1) 16. Ec1 ANd517. £d4 Wps5 18. a3
£e719. Le2 2b720. Exca Efds 21.
We2 e 22. 2b6 (22. 3 Wegl?
Safest place for Queen at the moment!

(see analysis diagram next column) 23. Ed1a5-) 22... W5 23. f3 Edc8=
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B2) 16. £xa8 Wxa8 17. Ec1 e5 18. f3
(18. Exc4 £h3 19. f3 £xf1 20. Dxf1
Le7!= Komodo 9.2 — Gull 3.00, 2015)
18... 26T A 19. &c5 (19. 22 e4 20.
Nb6 Wh7 21. Wd4 exf3 22. Dixca Ded
23. Whe We7 etc... The black position
looks powerful.) 19... Ed8 20. We2
Ed221. Wxe5 2h322. Lxb4s Dga 23.
Weq Eg2+ 24. @h1 Exh2+ 25. &gl
Hg2+26. ©h1 Eh2+=

11... Le7

11... Dxed 12. c5 Wes5 13. Nbe Eb8 (13...
Lxc5 14. Dxa8 Lxe3 15. fxe3 Whg 16.
2d3+-) 14. Dca W7 15. 23 Lxc5 (15...
x5 16. a3+—) 16. Lxed Lxe3 17.
Dxe3+

Position after: 11... £e7

12. We2

A) 12. c5 Dxed 13. £d3 Df6 14. Ld4N
White might have enough compensation to
equalize. The game can continue like this
(14. Db6 Eb8 15. N4 a5F with the idea
...£2a6 and there is no compensation for
the pawn.) 14... 2d5 15. Db6 Eb8 16.
Eel g6 Preventing the famous "Horwitz
Bishops". (It's not a good attempt to give
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the exchange for 2 pawns with 16... @xb6
because White has the strong intermediate
17. £e5! Wdg 18. £Lxb8 Nd5 19. Ec1+)

B) 12. Ac3 ¢5 13. f4 £b7 14. 2d3 Eads
transposes to 11. f4.

12... ¢5 13. f4 d6 14. Eadl 2b7 15. 213
Eads

Position after: 15... Ead8

16. gaR?

A) 16. D3 Dd7 17. W2 2f6 18. Ed3
£xc3 19. Exc3 f5= (see analysis diagram)

Analysis diagram

Position after: 16... Efe8
B) 16. b3 Efeg=

This is the ideal set-up for Black in this kind
of position. The Knight from f6 is heading
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for d7 and then depending how White plays
he goes to b8 and c6 fighting for the d4
square, or to f8 and g6 where he is a very
good defender.

16... Dd7 17. g5 Nb8!? 18. f5 Hc6 19.
‘@gz

19. £g2 f6loo

19... Lh8!

Position after: 19... ©h8

20. e5
The only way to try to create problems.
20... dxe5 21. Dxc5

21. Exd8 Dxd8 22. £xb7 Pxb7 23. fxeb
fxe6 24. Exf8+ L xf8=

21... Exd122. Exd1

(see diagram next column)
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Position after: 22. Exd1

22... exf5!?

22... 2xc5 23. &xc5 Eds 24. Exds+
Pxd8 25. b4 exf5 26. Lxb7 Nxb7 27. Wds
@g8=

23. Ed7 Was 24. W20 2a8 25. Lxc6
L xc5!1?

25... 2xc6 26. Exe7 Wd8 27. Exe5 Wd1+
28. Wf1 Wga+ 29. ©f2 Wha+ 30. &glo=

26. 2xa8 2xe3 27. Wxe3 Exa8 28. Exf7

S
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| ® 11. /b6 alternative

1. ed ¢5 2. D3 Hc6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Dxda
We7 5. 93 e6 6. Le2 a6 7. 0-0 f6 8.
£e3 £b4 9. DNad 0-0 10. Dxc6 bxc6 11.
Nb6 Eb8 12. Pxc8 E fxc8 13. £xab

13... Ef8

13... Ed8 14. £d3 £d6 15. ©h1 Le5
(15... Exb2 16. £d4 Eb4s 17. £xf6 gxf6
18. f4—) 16. c3 Exb2 17. Wc1 Hgal (17...
Wh7?! 18. f4 followed by a4 and White is
much better.) 18. f4 Qxe3 19. Wxb2 (19.
fxe5 Whe—+) 19... &xf4 (19... Dxf1 20.
fxe5 De3 21. We2+) 20. W2 (20. Ef3
Nghz) 20... Dxf1 21. Exfl g5 (21... e5 22.
g3 Wde 23. Le2 £.g5 24. Wxf7+ ©h8 25.
adx (see analysis diagram)

Analysis diagram

Position after: 25. a4
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like in the famous game Smejkal — Karpov
1973. After this game black players
switched from 13.. Ed8 to 13.. Ef8
because it showed clearly the weakness of
£7.)22. g3 Wd6 (22... L5 23. Wxf7+ Lhy
24. Wns Wde 25. Ef7 £g7 26. Wxg5+)
23. Le2 Le5 24. Wxf7+ Shg 25. Ed1
W7 26. We7x and it is obvious that White
is slightly better without a clear path for
Black to draw which was proven in many
games.

14. 2d3 £.d6

Position after: 14... £d6

15.f4

A) 15. g3
B) 15. ©h1
C) 15.g4

A) 15.g3

Al) 15... £e5
A2) 15... Exb2

Al) 15.. £e5 Previously this was
considered to be the main line. We look
into two lines:

(see analysis diagram next page)
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Analysis diagram

Position after: 15... £e5

Al1.1) 16. a4
A1.2) 16.c3

Al.1) 16. a4 L2xb2 17. Ea2 (see
analysis diagram)

Analysis diagram

Position after: 17. Ea2

Al.1a) 17..d5
Al.1b) 17.. &c3

Al.1a) 17... d5 18. exd5 £xd5 19.
£.d2g6 (19... Dc3? 20. Lxh7+ ©xh7
21. £2xc3 Lxc3 22. Wd3+ Hgs 23.
Wxc3+; 19... 216 20. a5 Efd8 21. a6
Ne3 22, Lxc3 Lxc3 23. W+
Nisipeanu — De La Riva, Esp(ch) Honor
2006.) 20. a5%

Al.1b) 17... £c3 18. £d2 (18. 2f4
d6 19. a5 £xa5 20. 2xd6 Wxd6 21.
Hxa5 c5 is about equal.) 18... £xd2

317

19. Wxd2 c5!1 20. Eel (20. c4 Eba
21. a5 Ea8 22. a6 Eb6 23. Efal
Ha7= The white Bishop cannot
participate in actions on the queen-
side...) 20... ¢4 21. £f1 c3 22. Wd4
(22. Wd3 Was 23. Eaal Eb2 24. e5
Ads 25. £g2 is around equal.) 22...
Was5 23. e5 Nd5=

A1.2) 16. c3 Exb2 17. Wc1 Wp7 18.
adl?N Dga 19. £d2 £d6!? 20. Le2
(20.a5 £.c521. £e2f55) 20... Df6 21.
213 Ebg 22. a5 Wae 23. Eelt
Somehow in both lines 16. c3 and 16. a4
White is the only one who is playing for
something...

A2) 15... Exb2 This move allows White a
perpetual check, but probably nothing
more than that. 16. £d4 Eb4 17. £xf6
(17. ¢c3 Eb20) 17... gxf6 (see analysis
diagram)

Analysis diagram

Position after: 17... gxfé

A2.1) 18.c3
A2.2) 18. Wga+
A2.3) 18. Wh5N

A2.1) 18. ¢3 Eb2 19. e5 Lxe5 20.
Lxh7+ Dxh7 (20... Dg7 21. Wgas
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Dxh7 22. Whs+ g7 23. Wga+=) 21.
Whs+ g7 22. Woas=

A2.2) 18. Wga+ Hhg 19. Wha Le7!?
(19... £e5 20. Eab1l Efb8 21. Exb4
Exba 22.f4 £d4+23. g2 c524.e5f5
25. We7 already looks dangerous as
was demonstrated in some computer
games...) 20. a4 Wa5 21. &g2 (21. c4
Wes51F Thee Bishop goes to ¢5 and the
Rook will enter on b2.) 21... Exa4 22.
ca1? Exal 23. e5 5 24. Wxe7 Eg8 25.
Wie+ Zg7 26. Exal Wxa1 27. Wdg+
Hgs 28. Wfe+ Eg7 29. Wds+ %-%
Deep Rybka 4 — Deep Rybka 4, 3min
Internet (blitz) 2010

A2.3) 18. Wh5N Le5 (see analysis
diagram)

Analysis diagram

Position after: 18... £e5

A2.3a) 19. Eael c520.f4 £d4+21.
&h1 Wh7s

A2.3b) 19. c3 Eb2 20. f4 £xc3 21.
e5 2d4+ 22. ©h1 5 23. Wgs+ Dhs
24. We+ Bg8 25. Wgs+ (25. g4 c5
and because of the mating threat
White must give perpetual check.)
25... ©h8 26. Wfe+=
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A2.3c) 19. Eabl Exbl 20. Exbl
Ebg 21. BEd1 (21. Exbs+ Wxhg 22.
Dg2 Wha 23, f4 2d4=)21... £d422.
Whe Wes 23. g2 Wes=

B) 15. &hl Le5 16. ¢3 Exb2 17. W1
Dga 18. f4 Dxe3 19. Wxb2 L.xf4 Because
the Rook is now on f8, 7 is well protected.
20. Ef3 Dga 21. g3 Lg5T Being the
exchange down Black is out of danger. His
King is much safer than White's, he holds
the dark squares and his pieces are well
coordinated.

C) 15. g4 Lxh2+ 16. ©g2 Lf4 17. g5
Lxe3 18. fxe3 (18. gxfe 2d4 19. fxg7
2xg77F) 18... De8

c1) 19. Wga was played in Kasimdzhanov
— Tregubov, Corsican Masters 2006. 19...
Wes (19.. Exb2 comes into
consideration. 20. Zh1 Wes 21. Wh4 f6
22. Wxh7+ &f7F The King is safe in the
centre.) 20. Eh1 6 21. g6 h6F

€2) 19. Whs g6 20. Whe Wes 21. Eh1
Wg7=...f6 is the next move.

15...e5

Position after: 15... €5
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16. f5

16. b3 exf4 17. 2d4 3 18. e5 Pga (18...
L£xe5 19. £xe5 f2+ 20. Exf2 Wxes5 21.
Ef1 It seems like Black is OK but it is not
easy to find a good follow up. White will
push a-pawn to a6 and then he will go for
the endgame. Black needs to find an
improvement on the game Perunovic M —
lvanisevic |, Kopaonik 2005.) 19. Wxf3
Nxe5 20. Wg3 g6 Here White cannot use
the bishop pair advantage. The position is
semi-closed and White cannot push his a-
pawn that easy like in the previous line.

16... Exb2 17. g4 h6

17... Was5 18. g5 £.¢5 19. gxfe Lxe3+ 20.
®h1T We do not like this position because
Black needs to play a lot of only moves
while White can fight for an advantage in
several ways. If statistics show anything its
8-2 for White! Here a game illustrating how
Black should not play: 20... gxf6 21. Wga+
Hhg 22. Eg1 £g5 23. ha £h6 24. Eg3
W42 25. Eagl Ebb8 26. £.c4 d5 27. exd5
cxd5 28. E3g2 Was529. £b3 Wes530. Whs
Le3? (see analysis diagram)

Analysis diagram

Position after: 30... £e3

(30... We3 31. &xd5 Wh3+ 32. Eh2
We3=) 31. Eg7! h6 32. E1g5! 1-0 (32)
Papaioannou | — Kveinys A, Plovdiv 2003.
Just one mistake by Black was enough for
the defeat. 17... Was is very risky although
the computer evaluation is equal. That's
why we think that 17... h6 is the better
move.

Position after: 17... h6

18. ha
18. g5 hxg5 19. £xg5 Le7 20. Lh1N (20.
Hf3 d5 21. Eh3 Efb8F) 20... d5 (see

analysis diagram)

Analysis diagram

Position after: 20... d5

A) 21. £h6
B) 21. Eg1
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A) 21. 2h6 Wd6 22. &xg7? (22. Eg1
transposes to 21. Egl.) 22... %’xg7 23.
Eg1+ ©h8 24. Wcl Nxed 25. Lxed
Efb8o (25... Eba?? 26. Egb+—) 26.
Eg3 WieF

B) 21. Eg1 Wd6 (see analysis diagram)

Analysis diagram

Position after: 21... Wd6

B1) 22. W3
B2) 22. £h6

B1) 22. W3 E a8 23. a4 dxes 24. Wg2
£f825. £c4(25. 2xf6 Wxf6 26. Lxes
£c527. Egd1 Eb6=) 25... Eb4s 26.
L2xf6 (26. £b3 ¢5 27. £h6 Pe8 28.

£2d2 Ed4 29. £e3 Eb4 30. £d2=) 18
26... Wxfe 27. Wxea Bbxad 28. Exaa
Exad 29. 2xf7+ Wxf7 30. Wxas Wds+

31. Eg2 Wd1+32. Eg1 Wf3+33. Eg2

W1 4=

B2) 22. £h6 Nga! 23. Wxga Wxhe

Analysis diagram

Position after: 23... Wxh6

B2.1) 24. a4 £c5 25. Egel dxe4
(25... Ea8s is also possible.) 26.
Exed (26. 2xed Ed8F) 26...
Efbss

B2.2) 24. Eg3 Efb8 25. a4 (25.
Eagl 26 26. a4 E2b4 27. a5 dxes
28. £xe4 Ea4 and Black stops the
dangerous a-pawn.) 25... Ebi+ 26.
Hgl Exgl+ 27. Exgl (27. Wxgl
dxe4 28. Lxe4 EbaT) 27... Ea8 28.
Ea1l 2d8 29. Wg2 2c7F A 30.
exd5? coxd5F 31. Wxds? e4 32.
Wyag+ Dh7—+

... Dds!

Position after: 18... Dd5

Not new, it is all well-known! After White
(see analysis diagram next column) accepts the sacrifice there are several
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variations that end
example...

into a draw, for

19. exd5

19. £c1 Whe+ 20. g2 DNe3d+ 21. Lxe3
Wye3=

19...e4

Position after: 19... e4

20. £c1

A) 20. £e2 £c5!21. £xc5 Wg3+22. ©h1
Wh3+ 23. g1 Wg3+ 24. Dhi=

B) 20. £xe4 Ee8 21. Wd3 cxd5 22. Wxds
Eba 23. c4 Bxca 24. Efc1 Eexesd 25.
Wxed Exes 26. Exc7 Lxc7 27. &f2
ExgaT

C) 20. W1 Efb8! (20... exd3 21. Wxh2
223! with a draw.) 21. &xed (21. Le2
exd5 22, 2d1 £a3 23. g2 Exa2 24.
Wya3 Exa3 25. Exa3 WeaT) 21... cxds
22. £d3 E2b4—

20... cxd5!N
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Position after: 20... cxd5

20... exd3 21. £xb2 Whe+ 22. ©h1 Wxb2
23. Wxd3 Eas s also playable.

21. £xb2
21. &xed Eb4 (see analysis diagram)

Analysis diagram

Position after: 21... Eb4

A) 22. Wxds
B) 22. £f3

A) 22. Wxds Ee8

A1) 23. Eel £c5+ 24. Qg2 (24. Df1
Hda—+) 24... 2g1! (A..Wh2+) 25.
Dxgl Bexesd 26. Exed Wg3+27. h1
W3+ 28. gl (28. ©h2 Exea—+)28...
Exea—+



